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To alle crystyn men undir sunne,
And to gode men of Brunne,
And speciali, alle be name,
The felaushepe of Sympryngharne,
Roberd of Brunne greteth yow
In all godenesse that may to prow.
Of Brunnewake yn Kestevene,
Syxe myle be-syde Symprynghame evene,
Y dwelled yn the pryorye
Fyftene yere yn cumpanye,
In the tyme of gode dane1 lone
Of Camelton, that now ys gone:
In hys tyme was y there ten yeres,
And knewe and herd of hys maneres;
Sythyn with dane lone of Clyntone,
Fyve winter wyth hym gan y wone;
Dane Felyp was mayst^r that tyme
That y began thys englyssh ryrae,
The yeres of grace fyl than to be
A thousynd and three hundred and thre.
In that tyme turnede y thys
On englyssh tunge out of frankys,
Of a boke as y fonde ynne;
Men clepyn the bokS "handlyng synne."
In frenshe ther a clerk hyt sees,
He clepyth hyt "manuel de pecches."
"Manuell" ys "handlying with honde";
"Pecches" ys * synne," y undyrstonde.
These twey wurdys that beyn otwynne9,
Do hem togedyr, ys "handlyng synne."
14     MEDIEVAL GRUB-STREET
The theory of the multiple authorship of Pitrs Plowman^ propounded
by Prof. Manly in the second volume of the Cambridge. History of
English Littmtur^ has not yet been supported by the exact kind of
proofs there promised; and the majority of scholars probably follow
M. Jusserand in maintaining, until further evidence, the single authorship. -
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